
New Jersey – Water Treatment American Water College Support
info@americanwatercollege.org

(661) 874-1655Exam Applications

Grade Minimum Qualifications for Examination
Minimum Qualifications for Certification After 

Passing Examination

T-I

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 1 year operator experience; -or- 

2. Associates Degree* and minimum 1 year operator experience; -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree** and minimum 1 year operator experience;

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

T-II

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 3 years operator experience; -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 2 years operator experience; -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 1.5 years operator experience;

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

T-III

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 3 years operator experience plus 3 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (6 total); -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 2 years operator experience plus 2 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge*** (4 total); -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 1.5 years operator experience plus 1.5 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (3 total);

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

T-IV

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 6 years operator experience plus 4 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (10 total); -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 4 years operator experience plus 3 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (7 total); -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 3 years operator experience plus 2 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (5 total);

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

You can find the full list of education/substitution requirements in the N.J.A.C 7:10A Licensing Document

*"Associates degree" means successful completion of two years of formal education at an accredited college resulting in an engineering or related science degree or post secondary vocational program or a bachelors degree in a field that does
not meet the requirements of the bachelors degree category as defined in this subchapter. 

**"Bachelors degree" means four years of formal education at an accredited college resulting in an engineering or related science degree. 

***"Direct responsible charge experience" means active, daily, on-site supervision, including operation and maintenance responsibilities in a system with a classification no less than one classification lower than the 
license sought. This experience shall be gained while in possession of a license no less than one grade lower than the license sought.

mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/watersupply/wsw.html
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/rules/rules/njac7_10a.pdf


New Jersey – Water Distribution American Water College Support
info@americanwatercollege.org

(661) 874-1655

Grade Minimum Qualifications for Examination
Minimum Qualifications for Certification After 

Passing Examination

W-I

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 1 year operator experience; -or- 

2. Associates Degree* and minimum 1 year operator experience; -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree** and minimum 1 year operator experience;

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

W-II

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 3 years operator experience; -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 2 years operator experience; -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 1.5 years operator experience;

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

W-III

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 3 years operator experience plus 3 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (6 total); -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 2 years operator experience plus 2 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge*** (4 total); -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 1.5 years operator experience plus 1.5 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (3 total);

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

W-IV

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 6 years operator experience plus 4 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (10 total); -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 4 years operator experience plus 3 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (7 total); -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 3 years operator experience plus 2 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (5 total);

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

Exam Applications

You can find the full list of education/substitution requirements in the N.J.A.C 7:10A Licensing Document

*"Associates degree" means successful completion of two years of formal education at an accredited college resulting in an engineering or related science degree or post secondary vocational program or a bachelors degree in a field that does
not meet the requirements of the bachelors degree category as defined in this subchapter. 

**"Bachelors degree" means four years of formal education at an accredited college resulting in an engineering or related science degree. 

***"Direct responsible charge experience" means active, daily, on-site supervision, including operation and maintenance responsibilities in a system with a classification no less than one classification lower than the 
license sought. This experience shall be gained while in possession of a license no less than one grade lower than the license sought.

mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/watersupply/wsw.html
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/rules/rules/njac7_10a.pdf


New Jersey – Wastewater Treatment American Water College Support
info@americanwatercollege.org

(661) 874-1655

Grade Minimum Qualifications for Examination
Minimum Qualifications for Certification 

After Passing Examination

S-I

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 1 year operator experience; -or- 

2. Associates Degree* and minimum 1 year operator experience; -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree** and minimum 1 year operator experience;

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

S-II

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 3 years operator experience; -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 2 years operator experience; -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 1.5 years operator experience;

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

S-III

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 3 years operator experience plus 3 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (6 total); -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 2 years operator experience plus 2 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge*** (4 total); -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 1.5 years operator experience plus 1.5 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (3 total);

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

S-IV

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 6 years operator experience plus 4 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (10 total); -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 4 years operator experience plus 3 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (7 total); -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 3 years operator experience plus 2 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (5 total);

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

Exam Applications

You can find the full list of education/substitution requirements in the N.J.A.C 7:10A Licensing Document

*"Associates degree" means successful completion of two years of formal education at an accredited college resulting in an engineering or related science degree or post secondary vocational program or a bachelors degree in a field that does
not meet the requirements of the bachelors degree category as defined in this subchapter. 

**"Bachelors degree" means four years of formal education at an accredited college resulting in an engineering or related science degree. 

***"Direct responsible charge experience" means active, daily, on-site supervision, including operation and maintenance responsibilities in a system with a classification no less than one classification lower than the 
license sought. This experience shall be gained while in possession of a license no less than one grade lower than the license sought.

mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/watersupply/wsw.html
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/rules/rules/njac7_10a.pdf


New Jersey – Wastewater Collections American Water College Support
info@americanwatercollege.org

(661) 874-1655

Grade Minimum Qualifications for Examination
Minimum Qualifications for Certification 

After Passing Examination

C-I

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 1 year operator experience; -or- 

2. Associates Degree* and minimum 1 year operator experience; -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree** and minimum 1 year operator experience;

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

C-II

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 3 years operator experience; -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 2 years operator experience; -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 1.5 years operator experience;

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

C-III

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 3 years operator experience plus 3 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (6 total); -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 2 years operator experience plus 2 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge*** (4 total); -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 1.5 years operator experience plus 1.5 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (3 total);

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

C-IV

1. High school diploma or equivalent (GED) and minimum 6 years operator experience plus 4 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (10 total); -or- 

2. Associates Degree and minimum 4 years operator experience plus 3 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (7 total); -or- 

3. Bachelors Degree and minimum 3 years operator experience plus 2 years experience as Direct Responsible Charge (5 total);

Submit appropriate certification application 

and fees

You can find the full list of education/substitution requirements in the N.J.A.C 7:10A Licensing Document

Exam Applications

*"Associates degree" means successful completion of two years of formal education at an accredited college resulting in an engineering or related science degree or post secondary vocational program or a bachelors degree in a field that does
not meet the requirements of the bachelors degree category as defined in this subchapter. 

**"Bachelors degree" means four years of formal education at an accredited college resulting in an engineering or related science degree. 

***"Direct responsible charge experience" means active, daily, on-site supervision, including operation and maintenance responsibilities in a system with a classification no less than one classification lower than the 
license sought. This experience shall be gained while in possession of a license no less than one grade lower than the license sought.

mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/rules/rules/njac7_10a.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/watersupply/wsw.html
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