
Iowa – Water Treatment
Operator Exam Application

American Water College Support
info@americanwatercollege.org

(661) 874-1655

You can find the full list of requirements and education/experience substitutions in the Title VI Certification of Operators

Class Minimum Qualifications for Examination
Minimum Qualifications for Certification After Passing 

Examination

1

High School Diploma or GED. 

Complete one year (12 months) operational experience in the area applying
-Or-
Complete a minimum of six months operational experience in the area applying and earn 30 hours of Post High School Training (3 CEUs) 

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

2

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete three years (36 months) of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater
Or
Complete at least 18 months operational experience (which is half of the 36 months) in the area applying and earn 67.5 CEUs. (18 months of CEUs 
at rate of 3.75 CEUs per month)

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

3

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete four years of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater (Grade 1 or higher plant)
Complete at least two years of Post High School Training which could be an Associate’s Degree (AA) or higher, 90 CEUs; or a combination thereof.

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

4

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete four years of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater (Grade 1 or higher plant)
Complete at least four years of Post High School Training which could be a Bachelor’s degree or higher; a combination of an AA degree and 90 CEUs; 
or 180 CEUs
Complete two years of direct responsible charge (DRC) in a Grade 3 or higher plant.

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forms/5423118.pdf
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/GNAC/iacpdf(9-8-99)/iac/567iac/56781/56781.pdf


Iowa – Water Distribution
Operator Exam Application

American Water College Support
info@americanwatercollege.org

(661) 874-1655

You can find the full list of requirements and education/experience substitutions in the Title VI Certification of Operators

Class Minimum Qualifications for Examination
Minimum Qualifications for Certification After Passing 

Examination

1

High School Diploma or GED. 

Complete one year (12 months) operational experience in the area applying
-Or-
Complete a minimum of six months operational experience in the area applying and earn 30 hours of Post High School Training (3 CEUs) 

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

2

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete three years (36 months) of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater
Or
Complete at least 18 months operational experience (which is half of the 36 months) in the area applying and earn 67.5 CEUs. (18 months of CEUs 
at rate of 3.75 CEUs per month)

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

3

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete four years of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater (Grade 1 or higher plant)
Complete at least two years of Post High School Training which could be an Associate’s Degree (AA) or higher, 90 CEUs; or a combination thereof.

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

4

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete four years of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater (Grade 1 or higher plant)
Complete at least four years of Post High School Training which could be a Bachelor’s degree or higher; a combination of an AA degree and 90 CEUs; 
or 180 CEUs
Complete two years of direct responsible charge (DRC) in a Grade 3 or higher plant.

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forms/5423118.pdf
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/GNAC/iacpdf(9-8-99)/iac/567iac/56781/56781.pdf


Iowa – Wastewater Treatment
Operator Exam Application

American Water College Support
info@americanwatercollege.org

(661) 874-1655

You can find the full list of requirements and education/experience substitutions in the Title VI Certification of Operators

Class Minimum Qualifications for Examination
Minimum Qualifications for Certification After Passing 

Examination

1

High School Diploma or GED. 

Complete one year (12 months) operational experience in the area applying
-Or-
Complete a minimum of six months operational experience in the area applying and earn 30 hours of Post High School Training (3 CEUs) 

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

2

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete three years (36 months) of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater
Or
Complete at least 18 months operational experience (which is half of the 36 months) in the area applying and earn 67.5 CEUs. (18 months of CEUs 
at rate of 3.75 CEUs per month)

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

3

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete four years of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater (Grade 1 or higher plant)
Complete at least two years of Post High School Training which could be an Associate’s Degree (AA) or higher, 90 CEUs; or a combination thereof.

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

4

High School Diploma or GED.

Complete four years of operational experience in the area applying: water treatment, water distribution or wastewater (Grade 1 or higher plant)
Complete at least four years of Post High School Training which could be a Bachelor’s degree or higher; a combination of an AA degree and 90 CEUs; 
or 180 CEUs
Complete two years of direct responsible charge (DRC) in a Grade 3 or higher plant.

Submit a completed application for certification along with 

certification fees

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forms/5423118.pdf
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
mailto:info@americanwatercollege.org
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/GNAC/iacpdf(9-8-99)/iac/567iac/56781/56781.pdf
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